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suspect that the object of the confederacy was
not purely defensive: but this is a point it is
no longer important to investigate.

No sooner was Lord Hastings apprised of
these intrigues, than he saw at once that their
immediate result must have been the consoli-
dation of the Mahratta power over the whole
tract, separating the Bengal territories from those
of our allies in the Dukhun, which must not only
have cut off the Bhoosla for ever from any con-
nexion with us, by rivetting his dependence on
Sindheea; but have deprived us of the alternative
offered in the connexion of Bhopal, by the pre-
vious subjugation of that state. Urged by these
considerations, he resolved no longer to hesitate
in stepping forward to complete his defensive
arrangements, by forming a connexion with Bho-
pal and Sagur, in despite of any efforts by the
regular independent powers to counteract the
design. It certainly was a bold stroke of policy;
but it presented the double advantage of thwart-
ing Sindheea's apparent design of establishing his
influence over Nagpoor, and of rescuing another
principality, whose existence promised us many
most essential benefits; moreover, it served to
complete those defensive measures, which the
suspected disposition of the regular powers, and
their present undisguised encouragement of the
predatory bands, rendered more necessary than